CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY

“For I was hungry and you gave me

ABOUT US

Catholic Urban Programs (CUP) was founded in 1973 as a department of
the Diocese of Belleville by Mr. Joe Hubbard. CUP serves people in need

food, I was thirsty and you gave me

drink, a stranger and you welcomed

me, naked and you clothed me, ill and

you cared for me, in prison and you

throughout the Diocese with a concentration on East St. Louis and
surrounding communities.

Our social service programs work in collaboration to help meet the needs
of our community’s most vulnerable. Our goal is to rekindle hope in those
we serve as we support their progress toward self-sufficiency. As we build

visited me.”

Matthew 25:35

relationships with our clients, we seek to personify the Corporal Works of
Mercy while empowering them to advocate for themselves and their
families.

OUR MISSION
Catholic Urban Programs advances the dignity of
the human person, remediates the effects of
poverty, and empowers people to become self-

OUR APPROACH

sufficient through crisis intervention, housing
security, and out of school time programs.
CRISIS INTERVENTION

OUR VISION
To break the cycle of poverty and rekindle hope in

HOUSING SECURITY

those we serve.

OUT OF SCHOOL TIME PROGRAMMING

JOIN US!
Partner with Catholic Urban Programs as a donor
or volunteer. To learn more about opportunities to
support CUP visit catholicurbanprograms.org.

CRISIS INTERVENTION
Issues that are relatively minor inconveniences for most people can lead to devastating outcomes for families
already burdened with the costs of meeting their basic needs. Catholic Urban Programs steps in with short-term
solutions to help stabilize families in times of crisis.

Potential impacts of such crises include:

Temporary loss of transportation for a person with limited resources can lead to job loss;
Extreme temperatures can lead to higher than normal utility bills which, if unpaid, can lead to eviction;
Medical conditions can lead to high prescription medication costs which can lead to difficult budgeting choices
for low-income seniors and families.

MONTHLY FOOD BOX PROGRAM
CUP helps address the issue of food insecurity in our community through a monthly
food box program. Qualifying families receive non-perishable items, and other
essentials such as fresh meat, milk and eggs.

The HUB (Housing, Utilities, Basic Needs) is a centralized access
point to CUP's crisis intervention services including:

food support;
utility assistance;
transportation and home repair assistance;
prescription medication support;
assistance with funeral and burial expenses.

The HUB is also home to our monthly food box program and housing
security navigation center.

BUH EHT

SOCIAL SERVICE HUB

CUP'S HOUSING SECURITY PILLARS
Having affordable, safe and stable places to live anchors families and individuals, enabling them to reach their
full potential in all areas of their lives. CUP housing security efforts focus first on preventing homelessness. For
families experiencing homelessness, we concentrate on personalized, intensive case management services
aimed at moving them back to self-sufficiency as quickly as possible. Seeing our clients obtain housing that is
both permanent and safe is the ultimate goal.
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HOMELESS PREVENTION
In addition to being what is best for
families and individuals, the most cost
effective way to deal with the issues of
homelessness is to prevent it from
happening.

CUP's homeless prevention focus
includes:
Rental assistance (first month's rent
and security deposit).
Housing arrears and utility support for
those facing eviction.

EMERGENCY HOUSING

EMERGENCY SHELTER
Holy Angels is an 18-bed, 24/7 shelter program serving
single women, mothers with children, and intact families.
In addition to meeting basic needs of safety, food,
clothing, and shelter, CUP's intensive case management
program is centered on personalized housing stability
plans.
EMERGENCY MOTEL PROGRAM
Partnership with the Illinois Department of Human
Services, and with funds contributed by private
individuals, CUP delivers emergency motel nights for
people in short-term housing crises, including victims of
issues such as domestic violence. The motel voucher
program adds capacity when shelters are full and keeps
families together and safe until permanent housing
solutions are found.

SAFE AND PERMANENT HOUSING

ANCHORS is Catholic Urban Programs' traumainformed housing security program that
addresses the safety and well-being of clients
residing in the East St. Louis Public Housing
Developments. This innovative initiative is in
response to feedback from some Griffin Center
families who are currently paying market-rate
rent in public housing. These clients report
feeling "stuck" due to the lack of savings for
security deposit and first month's rent. This
strategic effort is aimed at helping move families
living in unsafe, violent and deteriorating public
housing into safer neighborhoods to enhance
their physical and mental well-being.

OUT OF SCHOOL TIME PROGRAM
Griffin Center programming is focused on breaking the cycle of intergenerational poverty for children in East St. Louis Public Housing through a
multi-faceted approach that includes:

Out of School Time Programming and Summer Camps serving six public
housing sites;
Advocacy and academic monitoring of participants in collaboration with
their respective schools;
Second Step method Violence prevention training.

Griffin Center serves more than 300 children each year. At the highest level,
the Center defines success in terms of the number of children in the program
performing academically at grade level and exhibiting good social skills.

Griffin Center was founded in 1986 by Sister Julia Huiskamp, D.C.
We are blessed to have three Daughters of Charity on the Griffin Center
staff.

GRIFFIN CENTER RESULTS

49.5%
Percentage of Griffin Center participants achieving honor roll in the 20192020 academic year.This percentage has steadily increased each year
and was at 34% when we first began monitoring honor roll attainment in
the 2013-2014 academic year.

12.7%
Percentage of Griffin Center participants on academic watch list (GPA of
2.0 or lower and/or failing grades in math and reading) in the 2019-2020
academic year. This percentage has steadily decreased and was at 34%
when we first began monitoring watch list placement in the 2013-2014
academic year. Continuous decreases in this percentage has led to more
on-grade promotions for our participants.

HOW IT ALL CONNECTS
WHAT DO THE KIDS THINK?

As a member of East Side Aligned’s network of out-ofschool time providers, Griffin Center participates in the
comprehensive Survey of Academic and Youth Outcomes
evaluation process. Here’s a glimpse at what our
participants are saying about their experiences at Griffin

Griffin Center participants may also
access monthly food support or crisis intervention
through the HUB.
Families of

Center.

85% feel their peers are friendly with one another;
90% feel they have a lot of good friends at the center;
80% feel listened to by their peers;
94% report that they like coming;
83% report learning new things;

Holy Angels Shelter clients may benefit
from participating in Griffin Center programming.

Children of

93% report having an adult they can talk to when they
are upset.

Griffin Center and
Holy Angels Shelter clients

Qualifying

are prioritized for the
"We provide wings to help children soar above the societal
prediction that they aren't going anywhere."
-Sr. Julia Huiskamp, D.C.

ANCHORS housing security
program.

Catholic Urban Programs
7 Vieux Carre Drive
Catholic Urban Programs is a ministry of the Diocese of
Belleville. We serve people in need throughout the
Diocese with a concentrated effort in East St. Louis and
surrounding communities.

East St. Louis, Illinois 62203
catholicurbanprograms.org

